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I feel honored that I’ve been asked to say some introductory words before the Requiem. 
 
We remembered our dead some days ago, on the Day of the Dead, including those whose 
graves are unknown. 
 
Auschwitz  is  one  of  Europe’s  biggest  cemeteries,  where  the  ashes  of  more  than  a  
million murdered  people were scattered  by the wind: the ashes of Jews,  of Roma, of political 
prisoners and of those who lived  with mental disability. 
 
Every third victim of Auschwitz was Hungarian.  Tonight, Roma musicians commemorate those 
whom we mourn together. 
 
The Roma were the first victims of the racial laws in Germany. The sterilization of Gypsies was 
first proposed as early as 1920, while the first calls to end the so-called “Gypsy Plague” came in 
1926, during the Weimar Republic. 
 
The  following  year,  the  first  internment  camp  for  Gypsies  was  established  in  Bavaria.  
The obligatory  sterilization  of Gypsies  was  codified,  and  Roma  children were expelled  from 
schools in  the  year  when Hitler came to  power.  In January 1940, 250 gypsy children became 
the first victims of the experiments with cyanide gas. 
 
Tens of thousands of Roma were murdered in Auschwitz, but not even one Roma person was 
asked to testify at the Nuremberg Trials, and there was nobody to take the stand on their behalf. 
I was  delighted  to  hear  that  Angela  Merkel,  the  Chancellor  of Germany,  made  amends  
to  the Gypsy victims  a few weeks ago when she inaugurated  the Roma Holocaust memorial  
in Berlin. 
 
The road from the words “Gypsy Plague” to the gas chambers was not long. Likewise, the time 
has also been short between the usage of the phrase “Gypsy Crime” and the murder of Roma 
people, women and children among them, in Hungary. 
 
Though I was not a victim of the deportations, I watched the collection and taking of Hungarian 
Jews to the camps from close proximity.  Two  hundred  German  experts,  who  arrived  with 
Eichmann to  Hungary,  deported  450  thousand  Hungarian Jews from the countryside in 54 
days, with the full support of the Hungarian  civil service. 
 
The  first  time  we  heard  about  the  deportations  in  the  countryside  was when  my 18-years 
old cousin fled  from Nyíregyháza to our home in Budapest.  I wasn’t yet 14 -years old when I 
was ordered from school to report to the Budapest Jewish Council as a courier. 
My  first  task  was  to  deliver  notices  which  instructed  the recipients to  report at the 
Rabbinical Training  Institute  the  following  day  with  a  blanket  and  enough  food  for  two  
days.  I  took  the notices  home  first,  to  show  them to  my father.  He noticed that the 
recipients were all lawyers whose names began with either “A” or “B”.  My father, also a lawyer, 
said that I should deliver the notices, but that I had to tell the recipients that they would be 
deported. 
 
One of the lawyers,  when I gave him the message,  said  that he had always been a law-
abiding citizen,  he  never  committed  any  crime,  he  had  nothing  to  fear,  so  he  would  
comply  with  the summons. 
 
This was a traumatic experience for me.  I never showed up again at the Jewish Council.  My 
father  knew  that,  as  a  lawyer,  his  turn  would  soon  arrive.  My father knew from his 
personal experience that there were times when normal rules did not apply anymore, and if you 
did obey the rules, you might easily perish. 
 
He  acquired  fake  identification  papers,  not  only  for  the  members  of  his  family  but  also  
for strangers who were saved this way from certain death. 
 
This was the time when I learned from him that injustice could not be passively tolerated; you 
had to resist even in the face of seemingly hopeless situations. 
 
This experience and knowledge guided me, when I had the opportunity to establish a 
foundation, to help the victims of injustice. From the very beginning, my foundation has fought 
against the segregation and discrimination of the Roma. 
 
The  German  and  Soviet  occupations  were  also  defining  experience  for  me.  I  learned  to  
take risks,  which,  later  on,  contributed  to  my  financial  success.  As  an  investor,  I  look  for  
quick returns, but my foundation  is willing  to invest in seemingly  hopeless causes. 
 
The requiem tonight should be played for all the victims and in remembrance of those who 
never give up hope, who defy injustice. 
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